
ASTR 130, Spring 2017, Homework on Chapter 20
Name: ___________________________________    Date: ______________

 1. Dark matter cannot be seen, but we can detect its presence by its
 A) strong radio emissions.
 B) strong emissions in the near infrared.
 C) gravitational influence on visible stars.
 D) accretion disk.

 2. Where would you look in our galaxy to find older, metal-poor stars?
 A) in the disk and spiral arms
 B) everywhere in the galaxy
 C) in the globular clusters in the galactic halo
 D) only at the galactic center

 3. Cepheid stars are useful to astronomers as indicators of
 A) white dwarf star behavior.
 B) distance, particularly to stars in our galaxy and to nearby galaxies.
 C) stars with very high speed motion.
 D) the mechanics of eclipsing variable stars.

 4. What stellar populations are contained in spiral and elliptical galaxies?
 A) Both spirals and ellipticals contain equal mixtures of Population I and Population II 

stars.
 B) Spirals contain only Population I stars while ellipticals contain only Population II stars.
 C) Spirals contain stars of both populations while ellipticals contain only Population II 

stars.
 D) Ellipticals contain stars of both populations while spirals contain only Population II 

stars.

 5. What is the dominant radiation that we see from the intergalactic matter in rich clusters of 
galaxies?

 A) X-rays from very hot gas
 B) infrared radiation from dust
 C) 21-cm radio radiation from cool, neutral hydrogen gas
 D) ultraviolet light from electrons spiraling in magnetic fields
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 6. The overall distribution of galaxies through space is now found to be
 A) galaxies clustered together in several high-density centers, with very little matter 

between them
 B) galaxies concentrated on the surfaces of huge open spaces or voids, like soap bubbles.
 C) galaxies concentrated around one position in space, presumably the original site of the 

Big Bang.
 D) galaxies distributed uniformly throughout space, out to the furthest distances.

 7. The expansion of the universe takes place
 A) between all objects, even between the atoms in our bodies, although the expansion of a 

person is too small to be measured reliably.
 B) only between objects separated by a vacuum; as a result, our bodies do not expand but 

the Earth-Moon system does.
 C) only over distances about the size of a galaxy or larger; consequently, our galaxy 

expands but the solar system does not.
 D) primarily in the huge voids between clusters of galaxies: “small” objects like galaxies or 

Earth do not expand.

 8. What is the galaxy content of a rich, irregular cluster of galaxies, like the Hercules cluster?
 A) entirely elliptical galaxies
 B) more-or-less equal numbers of spirals and ellipticals
 C) many more ellipticals than spirals
 D) many more spirals than ellipticals

 9. Recent evidence suggests that galaxies formed
 A) from the collapse of immense clouds of gas and dust.
 B) from the mergers of hundreds of smaller objects.
 C) when clouds of dark matter coalesced.
 D) as direct, immediate products of the Big Bang.

 10. What is believed to be the origin of starburst galaxies?
 A) The galaxies are slower-rotators than other galaxies, and the slower-speed collisions 

between interstellar clouds produce more star formation.
 B) A recent collision with another galaxy has triggered a wave of star formation.
 C) A recent series of supernovae has compressed the interstellar medium and started a new 

wave of star formation.
 D) The galaxies are newly formed and are undergoing their initial, rapid star formation

Page 2 



 11. One of the big puzzles about the properties and behavior of large clusters of galaxies is that
 A) they appear to be spread uniformly throughout space in all directions, which is difficult 

to explain with the Big Bang Theory.
 B) there appears to be insufficient mass in the luminous matter (star, etc.) to hold the 

cluster together gravitationally.
 C) each one appears to consist of the same type of galaxy, some made up totally of spiral 

galaxies whereas others contain only ellipticals.
 D) they appear not to take part in the general expansion of the universe, in contrast to 

single separate galaxies, probably because they are gravitationally bound to one another.

 12. An astronomer studying the spectrum of a distant galaxy finds that its recessional velocity 
is 14,000 km/s. What is the distance to the galaxy? Take Hubble's constant to be 73 km/s/
Mpc.

 A) 96 Mpc
 B) 959,000 Mpc
 C) 1,918 Mpc
 D) 192 Mpc

 13. Suppose that a particular galaxy is 400 million parsecs from Earth. What is the recessional 
velocity of this galaxy? Take Hubble's constant to be 73 km/s/Mpc.

 A) 5.8 km/s
 B) 175,000 km/s
 C) 5.8 million km/s
 D) 29,200 km/s

 14. How do observations of distant galaxies help us learn about galaxy evolution?
 A) We can observe the evolution of a single galaxy over time. !
 B) We can observe two galaxies merging and what the result is, helping us learn how 

mergers affect evolution. !
 C) We can see what our galaxy used to look like and therefore theorize about the physical 

processes that led to its current appearance. !
 D) Observations at different distances show galaxies of different ages and therefore 

different stages of evolution. !
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 15. I observe a galaxy that is 100 million light-years away: what do I see?
 A) the light from the galaxy as it was 100 million years ago and it it blueshifted
 B) Nothing: the galaxy lies beyond the cosmological horizon.
 C) the light from the galaxy as it is today, but it is blueshifted
 D) the light from the galaxy as it was 100 million years ago and it is redshifted !
 E) the light from the galaxy as it is today, but it is redshifted !

 16. Why is a dense cloud more likely to produce an elliptical galaxy than a spiral galaxy? !
 A) The higher density of gas has a stronger force of gravity, and therefore the cloud 

collapses more quickly. !
 B) The force of gravity can pull the material into a more spherical shape.
 C) The higher gas density forms stars more efficiently, so all the gas is converted into stars 

before a disk can form.
 D) The thickness of the dense cloud prevents a disk from forming. !
 E) The more frequent collisions between particles randomize the particle orbits.

 17. Why should galaxy collisions have been more common in the past than they are today?
 A) Galaxies attracted each other more strongly in the past because they were more 

massive; they had not yet turned most of their mass into stars and light. !
 B) Galaxies were more active in the past and therefore would have collided with each other 

more frequently. !
 C) Galaxies were closer together in the past because the universe was smaller.
 D) Galaxy collisions shouldn't have been more common in the past than they are now. !
 E) Galaxies were much bigger in the past since they had not contracted completely.
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